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Abstract  
Writing	and	learning	centre	professionals	have	expertise	in	supporting	the	development	of	academic	















































































































































































































































academic	 literacies	 model	 requires	 change	 at	 individual,	 departmental,	 and	 institutional	 levels	
(Drummond	et	al.,	1998).		
Murray	and	Nallaya	(2016)	emphasize	the	need	to	create	a	supportive	structure	for	the	change	



























port,	was	organized	 into	 four	 tiers:	 general	 support	 (skills	 development	 and	 tutoring	programs),	































































Writing Right in Biology: From Outsider to Team Member 
How	can	a	writing	centre	help	students	write	more	effectively	in	biology?	One	of	my	earliest	collab-
orations	began	when	I	was	asked	to	join	another	learning	strategist	who	was	working	with	a	group	

















































































































































































tively	 impact	students,	 to	 influence	faculty	practices,	and	to	develop	as	a	writing	specialist.	While	
one-to-one	consultations	and	supporting	tutors	remain	an	important	part	of	our	collective	profes-
sional	practice,	developing	collaborative	partnerships	provides	the	means	to	impact	larger	numbers	
of	students.	At	the	same	time,	this	work	enables	us	to	shift	the	conversation	away	from	deficit	models	
and	towards	an	understanding	of	academic	literacies	development	as	a	part	of	the	learning	process	
for	all	postsecondary	students.		
Further	research	in	this	area	would	include	analysis	of	how	embedding	academic	literacy	prac-
tices	leads	to	tangible	growth	in	student	achievement	(for	example,	by	comparing	student	achieve-
ment	before	and	after	academic	literacies	interventions),	as	well	as	a	study	on	the	role	of	collabora-
tion	in	enhancing	the	ability	of	writing	centre	professionals	to	understand	the	textual	and	non-textual	
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literacies	students	are	learning	in	their	institutions.	
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